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 Franklin, Pa.,--Two unique ‘hands-on’ grant writing workshops are scheduled for 

Thursday and Friday November 13 and 14 at the Franklin Industrial and Commercial 

Development Association’s (FICDA) computer lab. During each of these free workshops, 

limited to ten persons each, participants from Venango County’s non-profit, volunteer, 

government and faith-based organizations, will actually complete the most important 

sections of a grant application. 

 This program continues the work of Venango County foundation executive Steve 

Kosak and community volunteer Edward J. Bergin to improve the capacity of our non-

profit sector with respect to researching and writing grant proposals. According to Mr. 

Kosak, the goal is to encourage more local organizations to write grants and bring more 

foundation money here to help us with out economic and social problems. 

 During the workshops, which will start with registration from 8:30 to 9 a.m., 

participants will first hear from Kate Burgdorfer, grant coordinator for the Northwest 

Pennsylvania Grant Resource Center at the Franklin Public Library. Ms. Burgdorfer will 

present an on-line interactive program during which participants will learn how to access 

and use the Library’s extensive Foundation Directory Online (FDO) data bases to identify 

foundations that are potential sources of funds. 

 Mr. Kosak will then present participants with an overview of the foundation 

world and information about the many local foundations that he administers. He will also 

give attendees information about what grant reviewers look for when they evaluate 

grants. 

 Mr. Bergin, a retired former U.S. Labor Department official and experienced 

grant writer, will then provide participants with information on how to prepare the most 

important parts of a grant proposal. After each grant section is presented, participants will 
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turn on their computers and write that section of the grant. Instructors and experienced 

grant writers will be on hand to provide any technical assistance that people need. 

 The major sections of a grant that will be covered include:  

• The project’s description, the details and how the project will be implemented. 

• The statement-of-need including why this project is necessary? 

• The objectives and goals of the project, what it will accomplish and how you will 

measure progress and success. 

• The resources required, the staff, funds, volunteer hours, the local contribution, 

the grant funds requested and how they will be used. 

Each participant will also receive a three-ring binder containing information on how 

to research and write grant proposals. 

Registration is on a first-come-first serve basis. The first ten participants will be 

enrolled in the Thursday, November 13 workshop; the next ten will be enrolled in the 

Friday, November 14 workshop. You can register in person at the Franklin Library or you 

can call the Library at 432-5062. You can also enroll by e-mailing the Franklin Library at 

franklinpl@franklinlibrary.org.  

Participants should bring either a blank CD or a flash drive with them to download 

their work. The FICDA computer workshop is located in the FICDA building, 191 

Howard Street, Franklin, Pa. To access the building, turn left on Howard Street if you are 

going west on 13
th
 Street past The Caring Place or turn right on Howard Street if you are 

going east. You should then follow Howard street which turns sharply left and then 

sharply right. The FICDA building is the beige building on the right just behind and to 

the right of the purple “ETC” sign.  

 

  

  

  

  


